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statesman who appeals to the people has very rarely time Ministers for a profession, certainly not for the art of ruling.  It is no cLmot10nS disparagement or aspersion to say that he mtisif live from assume     ^and ^ moilth;  and it has often and rightly been character, objected that, while he is intent on watching the tone and temper of his electors, he cannot treat the larger issues with impartial calm.   Appearing to lead, he really follows, and trims his sails   to an uncertain breeze. While failure can bring no sterner punishment than loss of office and popular esteem, he has little at stake, little to lose.   He is often tempted through personal pique to fish in troubled waters.   When confidence is withdrawn he retires to private life with impunity, and resumes the leisure of a country gentleman, or the heavier duties of an attorney.   Such welcome respite and relief cannot " fall to a sovereign.   Like Amadeus of Savoy in Spain, he may be only the alien pensioner brought in as figurehead or umpire, because no native could be anything but a partisan.   But he pays the same price for his dignity as the most absolute monarch, that  is,   he  is  hold accountable by the general public in a way ministers are not.    He is supposed, even in  the most  intelligent countries, to be able to control national success, and, ad least, he is held responsible for its failure. Gradual         One of the most remarkable features (or fallacies) ol!
effect oi
Revolu- the age is this popular clinging to the belief in monarchic lon' ' efficacy. A fanatical speaker during the recent coal strike (March, 1912) predicted that if the strike took place the monarchical system would fall. Now the whole and sole justification for withdrawing the sovereign after 1088 from visible and direct contact with affairs was to secure his safety, not to diminish his influence.1 How many times within half a century had not the Commons to debate on the succession, the religion of the heir to fcho throne, even on the ultimate form of government! Prom 1 See the excellent summaries in Sooloy and Sklgwick.